A review of the dermatologic manifestations of poxvirus infections.
Physicians need to be familiar with the presentation of poxvirus infections. The poxvirus infections that are common, such as MCV, are rarely serious; however, physicians need to understand them because they can be bothersome to patients and require reassurance and, if available, treatment. The more rare poxvirus infections, such as variola, need to be recognized because they are generally serious. It is important to consider that these infections can suggest underlying systemic disease, as in the case of severe, recalcitrant MCV infection, which may be indicative of HIV infection or another immunocompromised state.